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PCSC and Providence Presbytery 
Celebrate Legacy of Faith

               or the last several years Presbyterian 
            Communities has sponsored Providence 
         Presbytery’s annual Legacy celebrations 
of older adult church members. �ese events, 
held each Spring at Bethelwoods Camp and 
Conference Center, recognize the unique and 
invaluable contributions of seniors to the lives of 
their individual churches.

�is year’s theme was “Celebrating Lives Built 
on the Solid Rock.” Individual seniors, as well 
as groups, were recognized for how they had 
blessed others by modeling a life built on the �rm 
foundation of Jesus Christ.

After an opening prayer by Franklin Fant, 
PCSC’s Director of Church Relations, particular 
individuals and groups were honored for their 
contributions to their church families. Selected 
speakers also gave personal witness to how their 
lives had been shaped by the faith of others. A 
barbecue luncheon was served following the 
program. A special feature of this year’s event were 
the tables that were set up by various churches to 
honor the lives and contributions of these special 
church members.

PCSC is committed to supporting the real 
contributions that seniors can, and should, 
make to the lives of others. Nowhere is this 
more important than in the life of faith. PCSC 
is grateful for its partnership with the churches 
of Providence Presbytery and the opportunity to 
highlight the important role older adults play in 
the lives of their brothers and sisters in Christ.

Participating churches set up “memento” tables, using photos, narratives and 
other visual items to express the unique gifts and character of those seniors 
honored for their legacy of faith. Pictured here is the display set up by the 

Bethesda Presbyterian Church (York) to honor Ina Oates.

�e Allison Creek Presbyterian Church honored the legacy of faith of three 
members, as well their families. Pictured (L-R) are Allison Creek Pastor 
Sam McGregor, Sam Covington, Tommy Cook, and Mamie Jackson 

(representing her husband, honoree Foster Jackson).
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      he lovely oil painting on the cover of the 2018 
      Mother’s Day card is the work of Mrs. Mary Butler. 
She is a resident at �e Florence Presbyterian Community 
and a member of the Darlington Presbyterian Church.

Mrs. Butler is an inspiring example of what someone 
can do and learn in retirement. After raising a family and 
retiring from social work with the Department of Social 
Services, she helped found “�e Lord Cares.” �is local 
network of Darlington congregations provides food and 

Mother’s Day Card Features 
Work of Florence Resident

 Mary Butler, a resident of �e Florence Presbyterian Community, 
generously shared her lovely painting of white tulips for 

the 2018 Mother’s Day card, which was used to 
promote the Mother’s Day O�ering.

New Apartment Wing
Completed at The Village

PCSC completed construction of a new wing of 
18 independent living apartments at �e Village at 
Summerville earlier this year. Excited new residents 
began moving into their new homes in March.

�is is the �rst three-story building PCSC has built. 
It includes a grab-and-go café, where any resident can 
enjoy lighter fare such as soup, salad and sandwiches. 
It has already been used to hold a special viewing of 
the recent royal wedding. Residents attended in their 
�nest attire 
and enjoyed 
high tea as 
they watched 
Prince Harry 
marry Meghan 
Markle.

Above: Village 
residents watch the 
royal wedding while 
enjoying high tea. 
Left: �e café in the 
new apartment wing 
adds another dining 
option for residents.

T

assistance to those needing help. She only stepped away 
last summer, after volunteering there as a manager for 
29 years.

Mrs. Butler’s experience as a painter also began later in 
life. In 2010, she enrolled in an oil painting class at a 
local gallery “to keep my mind busy,” she says. She has 
since produced a remarkable number of beautiful oil 
paintings like the one we enjoy on this year’s Mother’s 
Day card.

Mother’s Day Offering
Since well before the �rst Presbyterian Home opened in 
Summerville 60 years ago, South Carolina Presbyterian 
churches have been collecting the Mother’s Day 
O�ering to support the ministry of PCSC to older 
adults.

�e O�ering is used solely to provide charitable care 
for residents whose life savings no longer cover the full 
cost of their room and board. In a typical year, about 
6-7% of PCSC’s residents receive some level of �nancial 
assistance, at a cost that can run to $1.5 million or 
more.

�e Mother’s Day O�ering is a very real and tangible 
way that our churches and many individual donors, 
as well, keep the 5th Commandment to “Honor your 
father and mother.” If you have not made a contribution 
to this year’s Mother’s Day O�ering, would you please 
consider doing so? An envelope is included in this issue 
of Community Connections, or you may give online at 
www.prescommunities.org/make-a-gift.
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�e celebrations were successful through the hard work 
of sta� at each campus. Here, Carolyn Parker, Robert 
Orr and Melody Adams catch their breath before the 

start of festivities at the Florence Community.

Above center: Dancing is enjoyed often when 
the Foothills Community has a party, and the 

60th Anniversary celebration was no exception.

Columbia residents Frances 
Kuhne, Mary and Mace Coleman 

and Charlotte White.

�e Columbia dining room is set up for the 60th 
Anniversary celebration. 

Sweet treats make a beautiful display 
at the Foothills Community.

Village resident Billie Erwin at a table she 
set up to share the history of �e Village.

Above: CEO Kathy Ligon 
and former employee Penny 
Arnold enjoy catching up 
at the Florence Community.

Left: A harpist provides 
music at �e Village.

Family and former employees reconnect at the 60th Anniversary celebration at 
�e Village. Left to right: Anne Frampton Smith and Whit Smith, 

Rhonda Brown, Ron Crossley, Lynn Davis, and Allen and Janet Tapp.

Dot Smith, Marcia Addison, 
and Mary Frances Creighton 

celebrate at Clinton.

Former PCSC President John Kelbaugh (with 
wife Ebba to his left) shares a story with Mary 
and Luke Fant at the Columbia Community.Residents Olin Craig and Towers Rice at Foothills.
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Foothills Resident Donates 
Late Model Automobile
Harry Fritts, a resident of �e Foothills Retirement Community for almost 
13 years, recently made a very generous gift of his 2017 Ford Escape 
Titanium to the community. �e community was in serious need of an 
additional vehicle to transport residents on errands and appointments. It’s 
not surprising, then, that Harry says, 
“�ey have been running the wheels 
o� it!” He said he has been particularly 
grati�ed by how often the car is used 
and how much the other residents have 
been enjoying it. �anks, Harry! Harry Fritts with the 2017 

Ford Escape Titanium he donated.

Columbia Community 
Hosts Erskine Clark
In May, �e Columbia Presbyterian 
Community o�ered a special 
educational opportunity to local 
churches, pastors and its own 
residents by hosting two lectures 
by �e Rev. Dr. Erskine Clark, 
Professor Emeritus of American 
Religious History at Columbia 
�eological Seminary. He is an 
internationally known speaker and 
is the author of �e Dwelling Place: 
A Plantation Epic (2005) and By the Rivers of Water (2013), which 
have both received numerous literary awards.

In the morning, Dr. Clarke spoke to church members and residents 
on religious developments in colonial South Carolina, highlighting 
the roles various denominations played in the state and their 
geographic regions of in�uence. Particular attention was given to 
Presbyterians and Congregationalists, but he also noted the place 
of Anglicans, Baptists, Lutherans, Jews and Roman Catholics in 
the state.

At noon, a luncheon was hosted for pastors. Afterwards, Dr. Clarke 
gave a lecture for the pastors entitled, “Religion, Slavery and 
Antebellum Churches in South Carolina.” �is presentation explored 
the rise of African-American Christianity in South Carolina, the 
paternalistic e�orts of white Christians, and continuing struggles 
over racism and race in South Carolina’s religious life.

Brad Smith (L), Senior Pastor of 
Eastminster Church in Columbia, 

visits with guest lecturer 
�e Rev. Dr. Erskine Clark.

The Village 
Receives Award
�e Summerville Mayor’s Committee 
on Employment of People with 
Disabilities has awarded its 2018 
Employer of the Year Award to the 
Dining Services Department at �e 
Village at Summerville. �is honor 
is given in recognition of excellence 
in the employment of persons with 
disabilities. �e noti�cation letter 
stated that the e�orts of the Dining 
Services Department in this arena have 
proven to be worthwhile and worthy of 
recognition.

Former Dining Services Director Steve 
Scranton received the award on behalf 
of �e Village 
at a luncheon at 
the Summerville 
Country Club. 
Scholarships 
were also 
awarded at the 
event to area 
high school 
students with 
disabilities.

Steve Scranton (R), former 
Dining Services Director at 
�e Village, with two young 

dining services workers.
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PCSC Olympics Adds a New Community
For several years, residents from Presbyterian 
Communities of South Carolina’s �ve 
campuses have gathered at the Columbia 
campus for the PCSC Olympics. �is is 
a day many residents look forward to as a 
time to enjoy friendly competition in several 
events, as well as good fellowship.

�is year was especially notable because 
the newest and sixth campus in the PCSC 
family, Laurel Crest Retirement Community 

in West Columbia, participated in the 
games for the �rst time. �e residents 
from Laurel Crest made their mark, as 
they took home the �rst-ever “Spirit 
Award.” �e full “thrill of victory,” 
however, was experienced by �e 
Foothills Retirement Community, which 
took home the overall trophy for highest 
score across all events. Congratulations to 
the individual medalists below!

Spelling 	 Gold	 Robert Floriani - Foothills	 Ginny McLean - Foothills
	 Silver	 John Vousden - Columbia	 Jane McGregor - Columbia
	 Bronze	 Tom Turnipseed - Laurel Crest	 Karen Roof  - Summerville

Walking 	 Gold	 Wes Koch - Foothills	 Joan Erdman - Foothills
	 Silver	 Ray Doughty - Summerville	 Grace Will - Summerville
	 Bronze	 Don Smith - Columbia	 Charlotte White - Columbia

Putt-Putt 	 Gold	 Charlie Peacock - Summerville	 Pat Holli�eld - Summerville
	 Silver	 Bill Pace - Clinton	 Diana Malcolm - Foothills
	 Bronze	 Mace Coleman - Columbia	 Carolyn Lowe - Columbia

Wii Bowling 	 Gold	 Bob Glisson - Summerville	 Carolyn Harvill - Foothills
	 Silver	 Herb Croxton - Columbia	 Darleen Strange - Columbia

	 Bronze	 Curtis David  - Foothills	 Gerry Smoak - Laurel Crest

Bocce Ball 	 Gold	 Peter Hobbie - Clinton	 Nell Oliver - Florence
	 Silver	 Steve Lefevre - Foothills	 Eleanor Boscoe - Summerville
	 Bronze	 Ron Jacobs - Columbia	 Norma Schwinn - Columbia

Columbia resident Nan Foster leads the opening 
assembly in the singing of the national anthem.

Tom Swirles of the Foothills 
Community displays the 

trophy his community won 
for highest medal count.

Florence resident Maymie Lou 
Spearman prepares to sink a putt.

Residents Daphen Edge, Maymie Lou Spearman, and 
Chaplain Snow Donmeyer show o� their Florence spirit.

Event                   Place                     Men                                     Women
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Little Gestures 
Make a Big Impact
Carolyn Harvill�s husband, Gil, passed away 
last year, and he was loved by everyone at 
�e Foothills Retirement Community. 
He had a funny personality and one of 
his trademarks was the hilarious shirts he 
would wear. Carolyn found a very special 
sta� person at the community to wear one 
of Gil�s shirts. Luke Hall is a hard-working 
sta� member who goes above and beyond 
in serving residents. He proudly wore Gil�s 

�Kiss me, I�m 
(pretending to be) 
Irish� t-shirt and 
brought a lot of 
smiles to everyone�s 
faces. He even 
got a kiss from 
Carolyn.

���t�ills

Above left: Joan Erdman, Ireta Yarns, Betty Eskew, Billie Payne, Bruce Malcolm 
and Diana Malcolm help hide Easter Eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt! 

Right: Little Maria Hill was so happy to break open and �nd a shiny piece 
of candy during the Easter Egg hunt! Ruth Pulliam, Billie Payne, and 

Mary Lown enjoy watching her �nd the eggs they hid.

Pedal & Ponder
Joy Hill, Wellness Director at �e Foothills 
Community, is training for the 250+ mile 
bike event, Ride to Remember, to support 
the Alzheimer�s Association in July. �e 
Pedal & Ponder exercise class is helping her 
train by pedaling alongside and being so 
encouraging! During this session, the class 
watched a brain-stimulating video from 
TedTalk on Alzheimer�s disease while they 
pedaled.

�e sta� just can�t win! On the last Monday of 
every month, Foothills sta� members get together to 

play the residents in Bean Bag Baseball. For three 
months in a row, the residents have beaten the sta�, 

but fun is had by all, even the sta�!

PCSC-CCnews-1805.indd   22 6/5/18   11:37 AM





Management Services O�ce
2817 Ashland Road
Columbia, SC 29210

Non-Pro�t Org.
US Postage

PAID
Columbia, SC
Permit No. 496

We also offer Community 
Connections electronically! 
To receive your copy by email, please send your name, 
mailing address and email address to Info@PresComm.org. 
You may also contact us at that email address to be removed 
from our mailing list.

Contact Us To Learn More About Presbyterian Communities:

www.PresCommunities.org

�e Clinton Presbyterian Community ................................... (864) 833-5190
     801 Musgrove Street, Clinton, SC 29325	 ClintonMarketing@PresComm.org

�e Columbia Presbyterian Community............................... (803) 796-8700
     700 DaVega Drive, Lexington, SC 29073	 ColumbiaMarketing@PresComm.org

�e Florence Presbyterian Community.................................. (843) 665-2222
      2350 W. Lucas Street, Florence, SC 29501	 FlorenceMarketing@PresComm.org

�e Foothills Retirement Community ................................... (864) 859-3367
     205 Bud Nalley Drive, Easley, SC 29642	 FoothillsMarketing@PresComm.org

�e Village at Summerville....................................................... (843) 873-2550
     201 W. 9th North Street, Summerville, SC 29483	 SummervilleMarketing@PresComm.org

Laurel Crest Retirement Community..................................... (803) 796-0370
     100 Joseph Walker Drive, West Columbia, SC 29169	 Marketing@Laurel-Crest.com

Management Services O�ce..................................................... (803) 772-5885
     2817 Ashland Road, Columbia, SC 29210	 Info@PresComm.org
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